Purple Martin Nest Box Plans

Attracting this insect eating bird is one of the biggest challenges for any
backyrard hird enthusiast. A s the first matting atrive in mid-Apnl remove
the entrance covers to the house which kept out starlings and sparrows
duting the winter. Ensure that your house iz ih an open area at least

30 feet avway from trees and open on all sides. Martin houses should be
at least 2 feet above the ground and painted white to reflect the sun.
Houses need to be cleaned out after each season. House spatrows nust
be controlled if wou are to be successfial since the house sparrow is the
thattin's worst ey,

Materials:

4'x8"' x 1/4" plywood
2" x 2" x 6" for chimmey

1" x2" x 14" for hase Place 1/2" dowel railing around
1" x1" x 8" for corner blocks halcony io keep young from falling.

4" x 8" metal window screen
4" x 4" x 14" cedar post
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CONSTRUCTION

Note: This unit is held togetherhy a threaded This patiern shows how to cut out a martin
rod extending from the underside of the 1" x 2" house from one sheet of plywood.
hase frame through the center of the ¢ himney.
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1. Mark allpieces on plywood sheet, then cut oA
them out. Kake four 1" x 1" x 578" corner
hlocks and eight 1™ x 1" x 2" hlocks o B
position the paris.
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2. Cut out and assemhle hase from 1" x 2", Use
Td galvanized siding nails. Attach floor piece ik
to base with glue and 1" or 1 114" naik. alalolol T | T
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3. Aszsemble the sides, alternating three hole and
one hole pieces. Use glue and 1" naik or 3/4™
#6 flat head wood screws. Use three at each
end of each piece.

Layout patiern.

4, Pns.li?nnfi‘i]rst-st;:lrfr.:nd;innzlrla;;npll:ce.hh'[:drk Expanded view of R R
posibon tareact 2o xk X il & threaded rod inserts through
side in position. Atl.:ach blocks to floor with the hase and up through the
glue and two 1" nails or 3/4™ 46 flai head chimney.

wood screws. Place completed sides in
position on fleor. Insert partitions. Position
ceiling and mark for the location of 1"x 1" x
2" hlocks near corners on the underside.
Attach the hlocks.

Enirance hole diameter: 2 1/4"

Locate 5/8" ventilation holes

1" helow top edge of sides.

5. Place ceiling in positon.

6. Glue pairs of end roof supporis together to
form gahle ends 172" thick Attach screen
Position and mark Glue the two center roof
supporls together to make it 1/2" thick It will
he pogitioned adjacent to the threaded rod
going up through the exact center of the
house. Attach these pieces to the ceiling with
glue and nails or flat head wood screws from
the underside. Attach roof sides with glue and
nails or screws.

T. Make chimney from a piece of 2x2. Cut
Y-notch on end to fit roof Have it exiend 2
1/2" ahove roof peak Drill 1'4™ hole in
chimney and roof for rod. Nail chimney in
place. Insert rod and tighten up.

*For sides, measurement from
floor to center of entrance

holes =2 1/8"

g. Drill hole in top of pole to accommodate
nut on lower end of threaded rod.

0, Use 172" diameter maple dowelk to make a
fence about 2" high on eachhalco ny. Pieces
of wood 1" x 1" x 3" mayhe used as the
corner posis of this railing.



